Bewerley Park Outdoor Education Centre

NOTES TO GROUP ORGANISERS


The Centre

Bewerley Park is a superb facility located near Pateley Bridge in the heart of Nidderdale; it is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales National Park so is surrounded by beautiful scenery.  The centre is housed in a number of timber clad buildings set in a large area of parkland.  Our location means we have access to excellent nearby venues for a whole range of adventure activities and we have over 40 years experience in providing successful experiential outdoor and adventurous education. 

The centre’s primary role is to provide personal and social development through outdoor education, but it is also ideally situated to act as a base for a wide range of other activities from specific national curriculum issues to broader studies of geography, environmental studies, creative writing, art, music or combinations of these.  

Our other areas of expertise include skills coaching, leadership training and assessment courses, staff training and development as well as the facilitation of meetings and conferences.

Facilities

Bewerley’s on site facilities include high and low ropes courses, seasonal swimming pool, classrooms, assembly hall, common room / recreation area (including tuck shop, pool, table football and table tennis), drying rooms, problem solving facilities.  We have eight 17seat minibuses for local transport which can be driven by NYCC employees who hold a MIDAS qualification (copies of MIDAS and driving licence would be required). The centre can provide MIDAS training for NYCC employees who wish to drive buses – please contact us for details.

Philosophy

We believe that the outdoor adventure environment and the residential experience provide the most powerful framework for developing young people, particularly in the following areas:

· Personal growth and understanding

· Social awareness and skills / Relationships

· Knowledge and awareness of the environment 

· Spiritual awareness of ‘place’ nature and beauty 

A course at the centre is, therefore, an ideal way to enhance your students’ motivation, self-confidence, self-esteem and self-concept. It can be used to develop the skills of decision-making, communication, teamwork, leadership, problem solving, time management, goal/target setting, prioritising, self-evaluation and review, compromise and negotiation as well as communal living. It will allow students to develop, in a real setting, the concepts of responsibility, adventure, risk and safety, awareness, trust, co-operation, community and social interconnectedness.

In National Curriculum terms a visit to the centre could be a powerful way to deliver the non statutory guidance on PSHE at all key stages and could contribute greatly towards the delivery of citizenship at key stage 3 and 4, especially in terms of ‘developing skills of enquiry and communication’ and ‘participation and responsible action’

Adventure Activities

We have experienced and well qualified outdoor education staff and are registered with the Adventure Activities Licensing Authority as licensed to provide the following activities:

Canoeing and Kayaking

Paddle Surfing

Improvised Rafting

Sailing

Windsurfing

Rock climbing

Abseiling

Gorge Scrambling

Hill walking and Mountaineering

Sea level traversing

Caving

Mine Exploration

Off Road Cycling

Ice climbing

Licence details can be confirmed by calling the Licensing Authority on (029) 2075 5717 or visiting the AALA website

Accommodation

The centre can accommodate a maximum of 120 students, in 10 dormitories, and up to 18 staff in adjoining single or double rooms. Organisations should provide suitable accompanying adults on a ratio of 1:12 and at least one female teacher should accompany any mixed group.

Students are expected to help with the routine of the centre by carrying out some domestic duties. This is seen as an integral part of the residential experience and visiting staff are required to help supervise this.

Programme

The programme is flexible and can be arranged to suit your requirements. We can run a programme based entirely on adventurous activities or you may choose to combine these with project work or with National Curriculum work. You may choose a self-staffed option where you use the centre as a residential base with no centre instructional staff.  The standard course format is five day (Monday – Friday) but we are available throughout the year, term time and holidays, weekdays and weekends. Junior schools and smaller secondary schools might like to consider joint courses with other schools, which can create a very powerful learning environment. Alternatively if you are a large school you might like to consider longer (7, 9, 12 or 14 day) split courses to allow a whole year group the opportunity to attend.  
Programmes can be devised either in consultation with yourselves or you can simply tell us the aims you wish to achieve and we will design a programme to facilitate these. If you would like to discuss the programme, your aims and objectives, specific learning outcomes you wish to address, how the course fits into your curriculum plans or any other aspects of your visit please contact us.

Student behaviour
Group organisers are encouraged to have clearly agreed a code of behaviour with all their staff and group members before arrival. It is especially important to share with parents any  criteria for sending a child home for unacceptable behaviour and who would be responsible for meeting the costs of such repatriation. The centre tries to avoid unnecessary rules but the following are required to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all:

· All centre buildings are no smoking and smoking outside is only permitted in designated areas. Young people are not permitted to consume alcohol and while this does not, of course, apply to visiting staff they are reminded of the need to ensure a clear head to fulfil their supervision responsibilities. The centre operates a zero tolerance policy to any illegal drug use – the police would be called and the offending individual(s) immediately asked to leave the course.

· Bullying and other antisocial behaviour will not be tolerated and group organisers will be expected to deal with this immediately – if necessary the young person will be asked to leave the centre.

· Students are not allowed to bring knives or any other form of potential weapon. Personal electric appliances cannot be plugged in in the dormitories and should be discouraged – coin operated hairdryers are available in the shower blocks.

· Several centre staff and their families live on site and other groups may be sharing the centre. All groups are, therefore, asked to be aware of other’s needs in relation to bed times and to observe quiet outside after 11pm.

Staff responsibilities

Visiting staff are directed to the DfES publication Health and Safety of Pupils on Educational Visits: a good practice guide (2001) and its three supplements together with the LEA’s guidance on organising educational visits. Centre staff will be responsible for the conduct of all adventurous activities unless you specifically request to lead sessions for which you are qualified/experienced. The relationship between centre staff and visiting staff and the role of the visiting staff are explained in the Visiting Staff Briefing Sheets enclosed with your briefing pack.

Paperwork

You will be asked to complete an organising staff questionnaire, pupils’ list and arrange for the completion of consent forms. All paperwork should be returned to the centre three weeks before the course.  If you would prefer forms in electronic format please email us.

We recommend all groups ensure that the visit is suitably insured, including cancellation insurance. NYCC groups who subscribe to the school visits insurance are covered but all other groups should check with their insurers.
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